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1 transubstantiation, i.e. the view that the wine and holy
\ wafer become transformed in the Communion into the
actual blood and body of Christ As is well-known, Urn
conception became a dogma, according to which the
.transformation is accomplished "vorc, realitcr, suh-
i. stantialiter " ("in truth, in reality, in substance "); although
the 'accidentals' preserve their outer aspect of bread ami
wine, they are substantially the flesh and the hlnod of
Christ Against this extreme concretiaatinn of a symbol
Ratramnus, a monk of the same monastery in which
Radbertus was abbot, dared to raise a certain opposition,
Radbertus, however, found a more resolute adversary in
Scotus Erigena, one of the great philosophers ami daring
thinkers of the early Middle Ages ; who, as Ilase .says m
his History of the Church, stood so high and solitary above
his time that the anathema of the Church reached him
I only after centuries. As Abbot of MalmcHbury, lie was
! butchered by his own monks about the year 88<> Scot us
Erigena, to whom true philosophy was also true religion,
was no blind follower of authority and the * once accepted *;
because, unlike the majority of his age, he could himself
think. He set reason above authority, very unseasonably
perhaps but in a way that assured him of the recognition
of the later centuries, Even the Fathers of the Church,
who were considered to be above discussion, he held HA
authorities only in so far as their writings contained
treasures of human reason. Thus he also held that the
Communion is merely a commemoration of that Last
Supper which Jesus celebrated with his disciples; a view
in which the reasonable man of every age will, moreover,
participate. But Scotus Erigena, although clear and
humanly simple in his thoughts and little disposed to
detract from the meaning and value of the sacred ceremony,
was not at one with the spirit of his time and the denirei
of the world around him; at fact that might, indeed, be